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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY
The current report reflects upon the situation of rights 

of women and children and the perpetuation of violence 

against them in the province of Punjab and Islamabad 

Capital Territory (ICT) during the first half of year 

2021. The report deliberates on the plight of women 

and children whilst highlighting the everyday risks of 

safety, security, and rights violations being faced by 

them in the country. The report is based on information 

collected through two different methods, i.e., tracking 

of reported cases from mainstream English and Urdu 

Medium print media and through access to official 

registered cases by using Right to Information (RTI) laws. 

number around 938 cases reported in mainstream 
media. During the same period, there were also 
registered 37 cases of violence against women in 
Islamabad whereas 27 case out of these were covered 
by media. In the same period, 1890 women became 
victim of rape in official statistics in Punjab but only 
396 cases can get attention in media. In Islamabad, 
the cases registered about women rape remained 34 
while 27 cases out of these were highlighted in media.

Domestic violence is common phenomena, however 
always underreported in Pakistan mainly because 
women are often pressurized by their families, social 
circles and friends have to bear the injustice and 
remain silent regarding any domestic issues including 
violence against them. Nevertheless, the statistics 
revealed that 325 cases of domestic violence were 
registered in first half of year 2021 in Punjab, however 
only 158 have been reported by media. In Islamabad, 
there were registered a total of 15 cases of domestic 
violence, while only 9 cases reported in media. 

The statistics about violence against children are 
not different. As per official record, 752 cases were 
registered in Punjab province against child abuse, 
while 583 of such cases were also highlighted 
in media. In Islamabad, 38 cases of child abuse 
were officially registered and 28 of them got media 
attention. Despite the fact age that the age of 
marriage is 16 years in the province of Punjab 
contrary to often recognized best practice of age at 
18 years internationally, however the number of cases 
registered against child marriages were 17 in Punjab. 

Regardless, of the limitations of data collection 
from limited newspapers, SSDO found that violence 
against women and children has become rampant 
in Punjab and the issue even could not get the 
proper space in media reports. The official statistics 
are alarmingly high and requires attention of all 
stakeholders including government authorities, 
politicians, policy makers, media and civil society 
to have collaborative mechanism to curb the 
violence against women and children in Pakistan.  

For collection of information under this research 
report, a set of eight (8) indicators were developed; 
which were relatively easy to update periodically. 
Out of these eight indicators, three (3) indicators 
such as Child Abuse, Child Labour and Child 
Marriages relate to children while five (5) indicators 
such as Domestic Violence, Violence against 
Women, Honour Killing, Rape of Women and 
Kidnapping of Women, all these relate to women. 

As per analysis of the statistics, the records of 
cases reported in the media are much less than 
that reported and registered in the official data. 
The report found that cases of kidnapping of 
women (6754) covered almost half of the statistics 
of violence against women and children registered 
in Punjab. Nevertheless, the mainstream tracked 
media only reported around 635 cases of 
kidnapping of women in same period. Similar to the 
province of Punjab, the highest number of cases of 
kidnapping of women (163) registered in Islamabad 
contrary to only small number of 26 cases 
reported in media though Islamabad is one of the 
centers of mainstream print and electronic media. 

The report also found that violence against women 
in Punjab is an alarmingly high, with 3721 registered 
cases in first half of year 2021 though very less
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Pakistan has a population of nearly 208 million 

people1, making it the fifth most populous country in 

the world. The Government of Pakistan 2017 census 

estimated that nearly 35 percent of the population 

is under the age of 15, while the women population 

is constituted of 101.4 million that counts to around 

48.76%2.  Women and children in Pakistan continued 

to face violence, discrimination and persecution, 

with authorities often failing to provide adequate 

protection and safeguarding of rights of women and 

children and/or hold perpetrators accountable under 

the state law. On Child Rights Index3, Pakistan’s 

score of 5.46 out of 10 calls for some serious policy 

and advocacy actions on levels of state and society 

to guarantee child rights. Similarly, Pakistan also 

dismally ranks 164th out of 167th countries in 

the Women, Peace and Security Index4.  In 2018, 

Thomson Reuters Foundation (TRF) mentioned 

Pakistan as the sixth most dangerous country in the 

world for women, with ever rapid increase of cases of 

sexual crimes and domestic violence against women5.

World community adopted 17 Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs) to be achieved by 

2030; Pakistan also pledged its commitment to 

achieving SDGs by adopting these global goals as 

Pakistan’s Development Goals. This was recognized 

as momentous opportunity to advance the rights 

of every child and woman in country. In addition to 

being a moral imperative, achieving SDG targets

on child and women’s rights was viewed as the indication 

of a more sustainable way towards a prosperous 

country. Though the goals in SDGs focus more on 

sustainable development, they are inextricably linked to 

human rights generally and the rights of children and 

women specifically. Contrary to achievements around 

these SDGs targets often mentioned by successive 

governments in country, Pakistan still ranks at 129th 

position out of 193 countries on Global SDG Index6. 

While stressing on achieving SDGs and pursuing a 

mission to reduce all types of violence in the country, the 

Sustainable Social Development Organization (SSDO), 

continued its efforts to publish its annual tracking 

report. This report presents the state of rights of 

women and children and violence of such rights during 

the first half of year 2021 (January to June 2021) in the 

largest populated province of Punjab and Islamabad 

Capital Territory (ICT). The report also highlights the 

situation of violence against women and children at 

district level further identifying the hotspots districts 

with larger number of registered and reported case of 

violence against women and children in Punjab and ICT. 

Gathering data through print media tracking on the state 

of Violence Against Women (VAW) and Violence against 

Children (VAG) in Punjab and Islamabad has portrayed 

a very worrying scenario. This research initiative 

has been conducted by SSDO and CRDC in order to 

support the state institutions to identify the hotspot 

districts and devise a thorough mechanism to counter 

violence against women and children in Pakistan.

INTRODUCTION
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For collecting of information from both sources, a set 

of eight (8) indicators were taken, which were relatively 

easy to update periodically. Out of these indicators, 

three (3) relates to children and five (5) to women.

OBJECTIVES OF 
THE RESEARCH

INDICATORS FOR 
RESEARCH

LIMITATIONS OF 
RESEARCH

To collect information related to the state 
of violence against women and children in 
Punjab and ICT.

To produce and present a comprehensive 

situational analysis at provincial and 

district levels about violence against 

women and children in Punjab and ICT.

To provide reference to relevant policy 

makers and stakeholders to take initiatives 

to reduce violence against women and 

children though policy making and 

implementation of relevant laws.

To encourage more accurate and 

comprehensive data collection by 

government entities.

This report is based on the sample of some 

newspapers i.e., three (3) of English and 

three (3) of Urdu only. Also media tracking is 

not absolute, and errors and omissions are 

expected.

The screening of newspapers on and around 

the indicators/variables of this research 

proved to be a very difficult task as the news 

is often not clear thus making it difficult to 

count under any specific indicator.

CHILDREN

Child Abuse

Child Labour

Child Marriages

WOMEN

Domestic Violence

Violence Against Women

Honour Killing

Rape

Kidnapping
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The report is based on information collected through 

two different methods. First, data was collected through 

media tracking, and second, by utilizing RTI laws to have 

access to the authentic official record of registered cases 

against set indicators. Therefore, the research team 

collected data and information by daily tracking of the 

national and provincial newspapers both in English and 

Urdu. The selection criteria of newspapers were based 

on being the most famous, accessible and most-read 

newspaper. For this purpose, three newspapers from 

English and three from Urdu were selected and used for 

this research. The selected English medium newspapers 

included 1) The Nation, 2) The Dawn and 3) The News, 

whereas Urdu medium newspapers included 1) the Daily 

Jang, 2) the Daily Duniya and 3) and the Daily Express.

The research team of SSDO also filed information requests 

under Right to Information Law(s) to public information 

officers of the office of Inspector General Police for the 

collection of data against the set variables/indicators 

for this study. Right to Information is a fundamental 

human right granted to the citizens of Pakistan under 

Article 19-A of the Constitution of Islamic Republic of 

Pakistan. Article 19-A states: “Every Citizen shall have 

the right to have access to information in all matters of 

public importance subject to regulation and reasonable 

restrictions imposed by the law”7.  This collection 

of data from the government authorities proved to 

be instrumental in data triangulation for this study.

RESEARCH
METHODOLOGY

DATA ANALYSIS
& 
REPRESENTATION
Number of cases registered 
against the eight indicators 
according to the official 
data in Punjab

No. of cases registered against child abuse: 752

No. of cases registered against child labour: 23

No. of cases registered against child marriage: 17

No. of cases registered against domestic violence on
women: 352
No. of cases registered against rape of women:
1,890

No. of cases registered against kidnapping of women:
6,954

No. of cases registered against violence on women:
3,721
No. of cases registered against honour killing of
women: 107 

FIGURE 1

Number of cases registered 

against the eight indicators 

according to the official data 

in Punjab.
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Number of cases reported in media
No. of cases registered against child abuse: 583

No. of cases registered against child labour: 10

No. of cases registered against child marriage: 5

No. of cases registered against domestic violence on
women: 158
No. of cases registered against rape of women:
396

No. of cases registered against kidnapping of women:
635

No. of cases registered against violence on women:
938
No. of cases registered against honour killing of
women: 14

FIGURE 2

Number of cases reported 

in media against the eight 

indicators according to the 

official data in Punjab.

COMPARISON 
BETWEEN MEDIA 
REPORTS AND 
OFFICIAL DATA

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

abuse

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

labour

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

marriage

Cases 
registered 

against 
domestic 
violence 

on women

Cases 
registered 

against 
rape of 
women

Cases 
registered 

against 
kidnapping 
of women

Cases 
registered 

against 
violence 

on women

Cases 
registered 

against 
honour 

killing of 
women

Off icial 
Data 752 23 17 325 1,890 6,954 3,721 107

Media 
Tracking 583 10 5 158 396 635 938 14

0                        2000                  4000                   6000                    8000

FIGURE 3: Comparison between official registration and media reporting against the eight indicators.

The chart represents the official data about violence 

against women and children in Punjab, starting from 

January 1st to June 30th 2021. The cases registered 

around kidnapping of women covers almost 50 percent 

of the chart followed by the 27 percent cases registered 

about to violence against women. However, the cases 

recorded about child marriage and child labors are

noticeably lower than other categories. It can be deduced 

from this chart that a prominently higher number of 

cases have been registered about violence against 

women as compared to number of violence cases 

against children. Though a significant number of 752 (6 

percent) and 325 (2 percent) cases registered in Punjab 

about child abuse and domestic violence against women.
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The statistics indicate that number of cases reported 

in the media are less than that reported in official data. 

Despite already mentioned the limitations of collected 

data, it can however be stated that media did not give 

suitable consideration towards the stories of violence 

against women and children. Although for the last 

few years, some of the cases of violence against 

women and children got media hype and attention, for 

instance the case of brutal rape and murder of seven-

year-old girl Zainab at Kasur district of Punjab8, that 

broke centuries-old taboos and stereotypes attached 

with such cases and encouraged victims’ families to 

speak out rather than hiding incidents of sexual abuse 

against children. Also recently, the murder of Noor 

Muqaddam9  in the capital city Islamabad also shocked 

citizens across country and the case also attracted 

huge media coverage. Increased media attention marks 

speedy and transparent trials of the cases in courts of 

Pakistan. In fact, this also highlights the significant 

relation of media and official statistics here in Pakistan 

where the role of mass media can be transformational. 

Media tracking: 583

Official data: 752

FIGURE 4

Number of cases registered 
and reported against child 

abuse.

The statistics indicate in figure 4 that the gap between 

media tracking and official data about child abuse is less 

compared to gaps of other indicators. This narrowed 

gap suggests that media essentially covers child abuse 

cases in Pakistan.  Child labor is a crucial issue in 

Pakistan however, it commonly does not get reported 

as the parents/ guardians are usually involved in this 

commotion. The statistics reveals that 13 out of 23 

registered cases of child labour have not been reported 

in mainstream media. It however shows that the 

number of officially registered cases against child labor 

is considerably low as compared to other indicators of 

violence against women and children in Punjab in 2021.

Child marriage is another pressing issue in Pakistan that 

is often taken as an indicator of violence against women 

and children. The official data present for child marriage 

in Punjab is only 17 cases that clearly indicates that most 

of the early/ child marriages remain unreported and the 

victims are forced to compromise due to family pressures. 

The media tracking of this indicator is very low as only 5 

out of 17 incidents have been reported in Punjab in 2021.

Media tracking: 158

Official data: 325

FIGURE 5

Number of cases registered 
and reported against domestic 

violence against women.

The statistics indicate that women face harassment 

and violence not only outside but in their homes as 

well. Most women are pressurized by their families/ 

society to remain silent regarding any domestic issue. 

Figure 5 explains that officially registered cases of 

domestic violence are 325 in Punjab in first half of 2021,
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Media tracking: 396

Media tracking: 635

Official data: 1,890

Official data: 6,954

however only 158 have been reported by media 

which illustrates a huge gap.

The report shows that violence against women 

remained on high level during first half of year 

2021. As per official statistics, 1890 cases were 

registered about rape of women while media 

tracking shows only 396 (about 20 percent) were 

reported in media shown in figure 5. In rape cases, 

many women are usually prohibited from seeking 

justice and taking a stand against the culprit. 

During first half of year 2021, kidnapping of women 

remained second highest indicator reported in 

official records. Figure 6 shown above identifies 

that 6,954 such cases were registered throughout 

Punjab about kidnapping. However, these cases 

failed to attract media attraction. Usually in 

countries like Pakistan, the families do not report to 

law enforcement agencies LEAs, and in cases they

FIGURE 6

Number of cases registered 
and reported against rape of 

women.

FIGURE 7

Number of cases registered 
and reported against 

kidnapping of women.

report to LAEs, they stress on authorities to conceal 

information from media to avoid any disgrace to 

family honors. In traditional countries like Pakistan, 

family’s honour is attached with women’s virginity 

that can be lost if women are kidnapped and raped. 

Violence against women in Punjab was also found 

an alarmingly high. As per officially registered data 

shown in figure 8, there were 3,721 cases registered 

about violence against women, out of which 

cases were highlighted in media reports.  It can 

be deduced that the media tracking is disturbingly 

lower in some indicators as compared to others. 

Regardless of historic legislations against honour killing 

in country, still hundreds of cases of violence against 

women through honour killing are registered across 

country.  The report also indicates that Punjab reported 

107 registered cases about honor killing of women 

during first half of year 2021. However, then again, only 

14 cases were tracked in media shown in figure 9 above. 

Media tracking: 938

Media tracking: 14

Official data: 3,721

Official data: 107

FIGURE 8

Number of cases registered 
and reported against violence 

on women.

FIGURE 9

Number of cases registered 
and reported against honor 

killing of women.
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OFFICIAL DATA
District Wise Cases of Violence Against 
Women and Children in Punjab

Table 1: Number of cases registered against the eight indicators according to the official data with districts.

Serial No. Districts

Cases 
registered 

against 
child abuse

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

labour

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

marriage

Cases 
registered 

against 
domestic 
violence 

on 
women

Cases 
registered 

against 
rape of 
women

Cases 
registered 

against 
kidnapping 
of women

Cases 
registered 

against 
violence 

on women

Cases 
registered 

against 
honour 
killing of 
women

1 Attock 7 1 0 7 16 78 62 1

2 Bahawalnagar 24 0 0 4 56 149 60 3

3 Bahawalpur 31 2 2 14 75 256 169 1

4 Bhakkar 5 0 0 0 20 77 31 0

5 Chakwal 9 0 0 0 6 55 20 2

6 Chiniot 3 0 0 8 38 54 68 2

7 D G khan 10 2 1 3 4 4 86 103 1

8 Faisalabad 41 0 1 25 154 416 486 8

9 Gujranwala 65 0 0 75 83 227 108 7

10 Gujrat 10 3 0 7 21 137 65 4

11 Haf izabad 10 0 0 16 43 88 39 7

12 Jhang 18 5 0 1 53 65 57 5

13 Jhelum 8 0 0 4 13 77 27 0

14 Kasur 33 0 0 2 73 217 73 2

15 Khanewal 20 0 2 0 60 175 72 5

16 Khushab 3 0 0 0 8 38 23 5

17 Lahore 116 1 0 76 249 1609 617 3

18 Lay yah 3 0 0 1 41 71 36 3

19 Lodhran 14 1 3 2 34 101 65 3

20 M B Din 3 0 0 0 16 73 45 2
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Serial No. Districts

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

abuse

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

labour

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

marriage

Cases 
registered 

against 
domestic 
violence 

on 
women

Cases 
registered 

against 
rape of 
women

Cases 
registered 

against 
kidnapping 
of women

Cases 
registered 

against 
violence 

on women

Cases 
registered 

against 
honour 
killing of 
women

21 Mianwali 2 0 0 0 11 87 19 0

22 Multan 47 3 1 5 70 302 119 1

23 Muzaffargarh 30 0 2 0 130 119 99 1

24 Nankana 24 0 0 0 30 99 98 5

25 Narowal 17 0 0 0 13 63 20 1

26 Okara 11 1 0 3 73 238 112 1

27 Pakpattan 4 0 0 0 47 94 60 0

28 R y khan 21 0 2 1 71 267 112 10

29 Rajanpur 7 0 0 0 36 98 110 6

30 Rawalpindi 32 0 0 23 40 417 216 1

31 Sahiwal 6 0 1 5 38 112 58 1

32 Sargodha 12 0 1 7 55 216 88 8

33 Shekhupura 54 1 0 2 56 323 167 2

34 Sialkot 15 0 0 0 41 214 47 2

35 T T Singh 20 2 0 0 38 106 83 0

36 Vehari 17 1 1 34 38 150 87 4

Table 1 demonstrates the district wise statistics of 

officially registered cases of violence against women and 

children in all 36 districts of Punjab.  The number of cases 

registered against child abuse is evidently highest in 

Lahore (116) followed by Gujranwala (65) and Sheikhupura 

(54). Whereas, other districts such as, Mianwali, 

Khushab, Chiniot, Mandi Bahaudin and Layyah (3 each) 

reported the lowest number of officially registered cases.

The number of cases registered about child labour in 

Punjab was also found low. The districts like Jhang

reported five, whereas other districts such as Multan and 

Gujrat reported three cases each. Similarly, the number 

of cases registered against child marriage also remained 

low in Punjab. Only 10 out of 36 districts of Punjab 

generally reported one or two cases. The highest number 

of three cases were registered in district Lodhran. 

Though, the domestic violence against women is reported 

everywhere across Pakistan, however interestingly 

13 out of 36 districts of Punjab have registered zero 

cases. This does not necessarily indicate the absence
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of domestic violence in these districts. Rather it submits 

how cultural norms and domestic bindings discourage 

women to even report cases in these districts. However, 

the maximum number of cases of domestic violence 

against women were reported in district of Lahore 

(76) followed by districts of Gujranwala (75), Vehari 

(34), Faisalabad (25) and Rawalpindi (23). The other 

18 districts also reported cases between one to 14.

In Punjab, all districts reported cases of rape against 

women. The highest number of rape cases were 

registered in district Lahore (249) followed by districts of 

Faisalabad (154) and Muzaffargarh (130). The districts of 

Gujranwala, Bahawalpur, Multan, Bahawalnagar, Kasur, 

Okara, Jhang, R.Y Khan, Sargodha and Sheikhupura 

all reported more than 50 cases of rape of women. 

Whereas kidnapping of women was also reported 

to be the highest crime against women in Punjab. 

Again, the district of Lahore reported the highest number 

of cases (1609), followed by districts of Rawalpindi (417), 

Faisalabad (416), Sheikhupura (323), and Multan (302). 

There are seven districts in Punjab where the number 

of cases of women kidnapping remained between 200 

and 300. The statistics also show other eight districts 

reporting the number of women kidnapping in between 

100 to 200 and rest of the Punjab districts reported 31 

to 100 cases of women kidnapping in mere six months.

The high rate of cases of violence against women again 

reported from district Lahore (617) followed by districts 

of Faisalabad (486), Rawalpindi (216), Bahawalpur 

(169) and Sheikhupura (167).  Whilst regarding honor 

killing of women, R Y Khan reported a maximum of 10 

cases followed by districts of Faisalabad (8), Sargodha 

(8), Gujranwala (7), and Hafizabad (7) given in table 1.

LAHORE
is the hotspot

district which reported
highest number of cases

of domestic violence,
rape, kidnapping of

women and
child abuse.

FAISALABAD
and

GUJRANWALA are
2nd and 3rd hotspot

districts
respectively

1,609
cases reported against
kidnapping of Women

in LAHORE in
six months  
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District Wise Cases of Violence Against 
Women and Children reported in Media

Table 2: Number of cases reported in media against the eight indicators in Punjab.

Serial No. Districts

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

abuse

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

labour

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

marriage

Cases 
registered 

against 
domestic 
violence 

on 
women

Cases 
registered 

against 
rape of 
women

Cases 
registered 

against 
kidnapping 
of women

Cases 
registered 

against 
violence 

on women

Cases 
registered 

against 
honour 
killing of 
women

1 Attock 6 0 0 2 12 12 10 0

2 Bahawalnagar 21 0 0 5 5 12 9 0

3 Bahawalpur 29 1 1 0 8 8 34 0

4 Bhakkar 4 0 0 0 5 11 7 0

5 Chakwal 8 0 0 2 0 0 2 0

6 Chiniot 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0

7 D G Khan 9 1 0 12 6 5 23 0

8 Faisalabad 37 0 0 32 46 47 160 4

9 Gujranwala 51 0 1 3 40 75 41 0

10 Gujrat 11 0 0 1 12 61 38 0

11 Haf izabad 6 0 0 1 16 20 13 1

12 Jhelum 7 0 0 1 0 0 6 0

13 Jhang 15 1 0 1 0 0 0 0

14 Kasur 26 0 0 0 24 41 9 0

15 Khanewal 17 0 0 0 2 4 0 0

16 Khushab 2 0 0 35 0 0 0 0

17 Lahore 98 2 1 0 85 70 202 2

18 Lay yah 2 0 0 0 0 0 13 0

19 Lodhran 14 0 1 0 0 0 2 0

20 M B din 3 0 0 0 0 0 12 0

21 Mianwali 1 0 0 5 0 0 0 0



Sustainable Social Development Organization (SSDO)                                                                                                                                         www.ssdo.org.pk

13
Tracking Numbers - State of Violence against Women & Children
District Wise Analysis in Punjab & Islamabad | January - June 2021

Serial No. Districts

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

abuse

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

labour

Cases 
registered 

against 
child 

marriage

Cases 
registered 

against 
domestic 
violence 

on 
women

Cases 
registered 

against 
rape of 
women

Cases 
registered 

against 
kidnapping 
of women

Cases 
registered 

against 
violence 

on women

Cases 
registered 

against 
honour 
killing of 
women

22 Multan 42 1 0 3 86 86 54 0

23 Muzaffargarh 26 0 1 0 56 56 31 0

24 Narowal 15 0 0 5 0 0 0 0

25 Nankana sab 13 0 0 0 70 70 22 0

26 Okara 9 1 0 0 0 0 21 0

27 Pakpattan 2 0 0 2 0 0 0 0

28 R y khan 17 0 0 1 4 4 21 3

29 Rajanpur 1 0 0 17 0 0 15 0

30 Rawalpindi 17 0 0 2 8 8 81 0

31 Sahiwal 8 0 0 4 7 7 12 0

32 Sargodha 24 1 0 2 25 25 28 2

33 Shekhupura 4 1 0 0 21 21 62 0

34 Sialkot 10 0 0 2 55 55 31 2

35 T T Singh 15 2 0 18 0 0 24 0

36 Vehari 12 0 0 2 12 12 38 0

The statistics shows that despite a worrying figure of 

registered cases across eight indicators in Punjab, the 

mainstream and widely read print media did not reflect 

on this worrisome state of affairs and highlighted

less cases. The number of cases reported about violence 

against women and children were highest in district 

of Lahore followed by Faisalabad and Gujranwala.
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STATE OF VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN IN ISLAMABAD

Figure 9

Number of cases registered against the eight indicators according to the 

official data in Islamabad. to the official data with districts.
In Islamabad, the official statistics shown in figure 9 

revealed that kidnapping of women was the highest 

registered  cases (163) followed by the 38 cases of child 

abuse, 37 cases of violence against women and 34 cases 

of rape of women. Domestic violence against women is

Nevertheless, media tracking identifies that maximum 

number of cases were reported about child abuse (28) 

followed by violence against women (27), rape of women 

(27 each) and kidnapping of women (26) given in

another important indicator that stands in the middle with 

15 cases only in Islamabad. Child labor and honor killings 

of women have registered zero cases in the 6 months 

whereas just 1 case of child marriage was also registered.  

 figure 10. The number of cases reported in media about 

domestic violence was reported nine whereas only one 

case of child marriage was also reported in Islamabad. 

However, there was no case of child labor and honor 

killings of women reported in mainstream media.

Figure 10

Number of cases registered against the eight indicators according to the 

official data in Islamabad. to the official data with districts.
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CONCLUSION
Pakistan is a country where violence against women and children is not a new phenomenon, nonetheless the number of 

cases are rampant these days. The report through authentic information obtained from official records and careful media 

tracking revealed a very alarming situation about the state of human rights’ violations of women and children in Punjab 

and ICT. The less number of cases reported in the media than that of the official data suggests that the media could 

not even report most of the cases and/or media do not have enough coverage of cases under trial regarding violence 

against women and children. Nevertheless, the report stresses on the need of all stakeholders including politicians, law 

enforcement agencies, government relevant departments, judiciary, media and civil society to come forward, develop 

a joint action plan to spread awareness, implement laws to curb violence against women and children in the Pakistan. 

GOVERNMENT
POLITICIANS
POLICE
JUDICIARY

Let’s join hands 
to end violence 
against women & 
children

CIVIL SOCIETY
RIGHT ACTIVISTS
THINK TANKS
MEDIA
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END NOTES
1. Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, 2017, Provisional Summary Results of 6th Population and Housing Census, 

2017, at https://www.pbs.gov.pk/node/3374

2. Pakistan Bureau of Statistics, 2017, Provisional Summary Results of 6th Population and Housing Census, 2017 

at https://www.pbs.gov.pk/node/3374 

3. The Realization of Children’s Rights Index (RCRI) is a grade between 0 and 10 that shows the level of 

realization of Children’s Rights in a country. The lower the RCRI is, the lower the realization of Children’s Rights 

in the country. The higher the RCRI is, the more Children’s Rights in the country are real and respected.

4. www.giwps.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/12/WPS-Index-2019-20-Report.pdf

5. Haider Ali, 2018 mentioned in Pakistan ranked sixth most dangerous country for women at  https://dailytimes.

com.pk/259389/pakistan-ranked-sixth-most-dangerous-country-for-women/

6. Sustainable Development Report, Rankings-2021. At https://dashboards.sdgindex.org/rankings

7. http://www.pakistani.org/pakistan/constitution/part2.ch1.html#:~:text=19A.,reasonable%20restrictions%20

imposed%20by%20law

8. https://tribune.com.pk/story/1625976/zainabs-case-breaks-taboo

9. https://www.dawn.com/news/1636806
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